Scott Plous
Citation "This award celebrates Scott Plous as a master teacher, a developer of premier Internet resources in psychology, and a pioneer of action teaching. At Wesleyan University, Plous is known as an extraordinary lecturer and dedicated mentor of teachers. He is also the founder of Social Psychology Network, a set of innovative Web sites used each day by thousands of students and instructors. And he has advocated socially engaged "action teaching" that leads not only to a better understanding of psychology but to a more just and peaceful world. Together, these efforts have had a significant influence internationally on the teaching of psychology."
Biography
Scott Plous was born on November 2, 1959, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he grew up with his mother Lois, father Jim, and younger sister Wendy. He attended college at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, studying psychology under Kenneth MacCorquodale, a legendary scholar and former student of B. F. Skinner. In part because of the quality of teaching and advising MacCorquodale provided, Plous graduated summa cum laude from the university with a bachelor's degree in psychology in less than two years.
After college, Plous was intent on pursuing a career in psychology, but before attending graduate school, he spent a few months enjoying budget travel in Europe. This trip introduced him firsthand to life in other cultures, and it ignited a lifelong interest in international travel, both for fun and to broaden his understanding of the world. Among his travels, Plous has hiked the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu, climbed the Great Pyramids in Egypt, photographed mountain gorillas in Rwanda, conducted survey research in Russia, visited Arab and Jewish territories in Israel, toured the Galápagos, camped in the Serengeti, trekked in Nepal, and been the guest of indigenous families in the Amazon. These experiences helped shape his appreciation for cross-cultural exploration, international psychology, and foreign exchange programs, all of which he avidly supports.
In 1981, Plous enrolled as a graduate student at Stanford University. After initially studying personality psychology, he began researching the social psychology of international conflict and became an academic advisee of Philip Zimbardo, who had won the APF Distinguished Teaching Award a few years earlier. Under the tutelage of Zimbardo, Plous learned about teaching from one of the most inspired and inspiring masters of the craft. Since those days, Zimbardo and Plous have remained close friends and have collaborated on a number of projects, most recently IraqTheVote.org (an educational Web site and antiwar petition signed by thousands of psychologists, students, and others).
Following graduate school, Plous received a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship in International Peace and Security, which allowed him to remain at Stanford for two years as a postdoctoral fellow with offices in psychology and the Center for International Security and Cooperation. He then held a two-year visiting professorship in psychology and arms control at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign before joining the faculty at Wesleyan University, where he has been since 1990.
Plous is a fellow of the American Psychological Association as well as of the Association for Psychological Science, and he has received a number of professional awards, including the Among psychology educators, Plous is perhaps best known for developing Social Psychology Network (SPN), a set of nine interlinked Web sites that contain a searchable open-access archive of over 15,000 resources related to psychological research, teaching, and advising. On average, the pages of these Web sites are visited roughly 70,000 times per day from people in over 100 countries-a cumulative total of more than 130 million page views since the network was first established.
In addition to its searchable archives, SPN includes student and professional discussion forums, a psychology news service with 6,000 subscribers, an interactive directory of nearly 1,500 psychology professionals, a job posting board, student tutorials, online quizzes, and other features. Many of these resources were developed with funding from the National Science Foundation, and since 2005 (when SPN became a member-supported organization), more than 2,000 students, teachers, and researchers have become dues-paying members of the network.
As stated on its Web site, the mission of SPN is "to promote peace, social justice, and sustainable living through public education, research, and the advancement of psychology." To fulfill this mission, SPN offers a large number of free resources and programs for psychology teachers and students, including In addition to acknowledging these contributions, Plous credits his teaching accomplishments to academic role models such as MacCorquodale, Zimbardo, David Myers, Robert Feldman, and Jeremiah Sullivan and to the support he receives from his wife, Allison Plous, and daughter, Fijare Plous. "Without these role models and my family," Plous says, "SPN would probably still be a onepage course syllabus."
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